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Interim Minister: Rev Stewart McPherson 

Parish of 
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St Andrew’s 

Church of Scotland Scottish Charity No SC003938 

From our Interim Minister ... 

From the window of the manse where my desk is now situated, I watch 
the leaves change colour, fall, and, blown by the breeze, finally finding a 
place to rest and return to the soil.  The activity has its sense of beauty 
and melancholy but also of ritual solemnity as the drama offers 
reflection for the season.  For this is the season in which we remember 
the saints who have died in faith on All Saints Day, and, of course, on 
Remembrance Sunday we remember those who fell in conflict.  We 
gather up their names as we gather up the leaves of autumn, affirm their 
uniqueness and recognise what they offered, recall them all and offer 
them into the arms of God in whom all things are gathered and 
remembered and no one is forgotten. 
 
All this has special significance this year 2018, on the 100th anniversary 
of the end of The Great War and the signing of the Armistice on the 11th 
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of the year 1918.  Though few 
remain who were alive then, there are none who were old enough to 
recall it, though many whose parents did, and those of us whose 
grandparents lived through it and who were known to us and whose 
stories are part of our own memories such as my late grandfather’s tales 
of Gallipoli.  But there have been many since then whom we remember 
because they were known to us, such as my father’s diary of life as a 
Japanese POW, and my brother’s selected stories of The Gulf, Bosnia 

(Continued on page 2) 
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National Day of Prayer -Saturday 3rd November … 

The Prayer Focus Group is organising this locally in support of the 

initiative from the Church of Scotland. 

The church will be open from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm as usual.   

At 10.00 am, 11.00 am and 12 noon there will be prayers led by one of 

the group for a few minutes.  As last year, there will be 'prayer stations' 

set up round the church for individuals to sit quietly to reflect and pray. 

Please join us for a short or longer time on the day. 

and Ireland, and all other words spoken that echo down the years, and 
those unspoken which have silently rested in a secret place too painful 
to be swept up. 
 
A few weeks ago, we had a trip to Krakow and took the opportunity to 
visit Auschwitz concentration camp where over 1 million people were 
killed in the most dreadful of circumstances with the backdrop of war 
blanketing out the horrors, the stench, and the screams.  Over the door 
of one of the prison blocks are the words:  "Those who do not remember 
the past are condemned to repeat it" – (attributed to George 
Santayana). 
 

This is the time we sweep up the leaves, as we sweep up the names of 
the saints and the fallen, we sweep up the names of those known to us 
and the millions of unknown soldiers and unknown victims who are 
known to God.  As we do so, and as we pray, and as we remember, may 
we reflect that when our lives are finally fallen and carried by the breath 
of the spirit, they might be lives remembered as having been laid down 
in love for love in the name of the one who showed us the true cost of 
love remembered. 
 
Stewart McPherson 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Prayer – Worship … 

In a previous issue of the Newsletter we took an overview of prayer.  

Now we want to look in greater detail at the different aspects of 

prayer.  How often do we really use prayer to worship God?  The 

Psalms give us some wonderful examples of how the writer expresses 

worship.  Praising God can help to lift our spirits.  It is so easy to 

become negative in difficult situations, but to stop and ponder the 

wonder and greatness of our God allows us to become immersed in his 

love and to consider afresh all that he has done for us in creation and in 

our salvation.  Praising God lets us look beyond ourselves to the one 

who is our ‘rock and sure foundation’.  Take for example, Psalm 66: 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!  Sing the glory of his name; make 

his praise glorious!  Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!  All the 

earth bows down to you, they sing praise to you, they sing praise to 

your name.”  (Read the whole Psalm for yourself). 

This psalm sets out the dynamic connections between the life of the 

believer, the history of Israel and God’s plan for the world.  It is built 

around a summary recollection of the story of God’s people.  The 

surprising dimension to this recollection is that God’s faithfulness and 

blessings are not for his people alone.  His ‘awesome deeds’ have been 

performed for humanity, not just for the nation of Israel.  So, the 

psalmist invites ‘all the earth’ to worship and bow down (v 4).  God’s 

purpose to bless all people as he has blessed his own finds its ultimate 

expression in the ministry of Jesus, who brought peace to those who 

were ‘near’ and those who were ‘far away’. 

Finally, these blessings are not just national and global – they are also 

personal.  The psalmist can testify that the big-picture pattern of God’s 

gracious rescue is something that he has experienced in his own life.  

The love of God has indeed been poured into our lives by his Spirit. 

As you pray, begin with praise.  It sets the tone for your prayer and 

gives perspective when we move to intercession for ourselves and 

others.  Lord, teach us to pray … 
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Remembrance Sunday - 11th November … 

As is our custom, the service in St Andrew’s on Remembrance Sunday  

will commence at 10.45am. 

Following the service there will be the wreath laying ceremony at the 

War Memorial. 

Ringing the Bells ... 

“Her Majesty’s Government’s ambition is for bells to ring out at 

12.30pm on 11th November to commemorate the centenary of the 

Armistice which signalled the end of the First World War. The 

Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport wants bells - of any sort 

and in any location - across the country and worldwide to join in, as is 

appropriate, to mark this historic occasion“. 

This will be a symbolic way to give thanks for the end of war 100 years 

ago and will replicate the national outpouring of relief that took place 

at the end of the war as news of the Armistice filtered through and 

bells which had long been silent rang out. Bells ringing out at 12.30 will 

help mark the shift in emphasis from Remembrance in the morning to 

thanksgiving in the afternoon for the end of war and for peace. This will 

coincide with the start of the People’s Procession, as 10,000 members 

of the public march past the Cenotaph in a nation’s thank you. 

God! As with silent hearts we bring to mind 
How hate and war diminish humankind, 

We pause - and seek in worship to increase 
Our knowledge of the things that make for peace. 

 

Hallow our will as humbly we recall 
The lives of those who gave and give their all. 

We thank you, Lord, for women, children, men 
Who seek to serve in love, today as then. 

Fred Kaan: Praise (922)  
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The Guild ... 
The Guild’s next meeting is on Wednesday 28th November at 2.00pm in 

Newlands Church.    This is our Visitor’s afternoon, when we will be 

welcoming Guild members from other churches around our local area.   

Our speaker will be Tim Bell who will be telling us about the work of 

The Sailors’ Society which is one of the 6 new projects which are being 

supported by the National Guild over the next 3 years.   Tim has visited 

us previously, and we are looking forward to hearing him again, with an 

update on his experiences of being a Chaplain at Leith Port. 

Some of us have been knitting or crocheting beanies and these will be 

given to Tim to take away for the Society to hand out where needed to 

the sailors they help. Our November visitors always look forward to our 

stalls of crafts and baking.   Do come and join us too if you can – you 

don’t need to be a Guild member.        

Margaret Habeshaw 

 

 

Messy Church …  
The next sessions of Messy Church are on: 
Sunday 4 November – Remembrance and Poppies 
Sunday 9 December – Journeys and Christmas 
They are from 4-6pm in the New Church Hall at West Linton. 
All children from babies to P7 are most welcome to come and join in 
the fun! 
After a game to start the children will do a range of craft activities, then 
have a song and a story and finish off with a meal together.  All children 
MUST be accompanied by an adult. 

For more information contact Jean Howat (01968 660677) 
howatjean@gmail.com 

mailto:howatjean@gmail.com
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From the Editor’s Scrapbook ! 

The Wah Family … 

Noah Wah, the family patriarch; he is very much a stay-at -home type. 

Ella Wah, wife of Noah; she is a more adventurous and likes travelling 

Their children are:- 

Beena Wah; he is presently on a journey 

Gonna Wah; he is presently on a journey 

Emma Wah; she is about to set off on a journey 

Takka Wah; he owns a flourishing fast food outlet 

Bieda Wah; he has emigrated to the Antipodes 

Stiena Wah; she is married to Bieda 

Ugha Wah; he tends to be dismissive of other peoples’ opinions 

Eeza Wah; he is recently deceased 

Farra Wah; she is somewhat distant 

Jista Wah; he departed only moments ago. 

Two of the family are mentioned in a traditional Scottish folk song: 

 

“Eh’m Noah Way tae Bieda Wah 

Eh’m Noah Wah tae lave yeh, 

Eh’m Noah Wah tae Bieda Wah 

Eh’ll aye come back an see yeh.” 
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CoSY Café 

New Church Hall  

2.00pm to 4.00pm 

2nd November 

16th November 

30th November 

14th December 

Prayer Focus Group 

Old Church Hall 

9.15am to 9.45am 

7th November 

5th December 

Guid Blethers 

Old Church Hall 

2.00pm to 3.30pm 

14th November 

28th November 

12th December 

The Guild 

Newlands  Church 

2.00pm 

Wednesday 28th November 

Baby Brunch 
Old Church Hall 

Fridays  

9.30am to 12.00 noon 

What’s on this month ... 

Talk at Newlands Church ... 

Climbing the Seven Summits  
 
There will be a talk at Newlands Church on Thursday 8th November at 

7.30pm.   

 
James Ogilvie will speak about his adventures in climbing the highest 

mountain in every continent, including Mount Everest.  There will be 

refreshments, with donations to the Borders Forest Trust. 
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Door Duties 

November J Dripps        Choir 

  M Knott        Main 

  R Wilson (£)        Gallery 

December D Green        Choir 

  S Whalley (£)      Main 

  M Moore        Gallery 

Welcome and Readers 

November   4th Helen Bruce 

  11th Kirsty Crick 

  18th Kirsty Crick 

  25th Oliver Hoskins 

December  2nd Oliver Hoskins 

    9th Daryll Green 

  16th Daryll Green 

  23rd Tony Hoskins 

  30th Tony Hoskins 

Drivers 

November Driver 1 Mary Turnbull 

  01968 661737 

  Driver 2 Steven Whalley 

  01968 661158 

December Driver 1 Robert Higgins 

  01968 660629 

  Driver 2 Pat Graham 

  01721 752205 

Services 

 West Linton 11.15 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

 4 Nov Murray Campbell Rev Stewart McPherson Mary McElroy 

11 Nov 
Rev Stewart McPherson 

at 10.45 am 
Rev Stewart McPherson 

at 9.45am 
David Henderson-Howat 

18 Nov Kevin Scott Kevin Scott Rev Stewart McPherson 

25 Nov Rev Stewart McPherson Sheena Livingstone Rev Stewart McPherson 

 2 Dec Rev Stewart McPherson Murray Campbell Rev Stewart McPherson 

Flower Donations - November 
Flower Fund 

Flowers in memory of Mr & Mrs Adair 

Mrs P Graham 

Forsyth Family 

Flowers arranged by Sheila Forsyth 

Flower Donations - December 
Lesley Johnstone 

Anna Gibson 

Flower Fund 

Flowers arranged by the Flower 

Team 

Material for the November Magazine should be submitted to the editor 

by  Friday 16th November 2018.  The December/January issue will be availa-

ble on 25th November.  Copy to Colin Herd: email:  

herd.carradale@btinternet.com 


